Central nervous system metastasis in Wilms' tumor: a review of three consecutive United Kingdom trials.
Central nervous system (CNS) metastasis is an uncommon event in pediatric oncology, and typically occurs at the end stage of the disease. Previous reports suggest that brain metastases in patients with Wilms' tumor might behave differently. This study reviews the data from three consecutive United Kingdom Children's Cancer Study Group trials (UKW 1, 2, and 3) focusing on this entity. Seven children of 1249 (0.6%) entered into Wilms' tumor studies developed CNS metastases between 2-27 months after initial diagnosis. At last follow-up 3 patients still were alive and 4 had died; the mean follow-up from recurrence in the surviving patients was 63 months. Radiotherapy and chemotherapy were administered to all surviving patients. Those patients who died had tumors with particularly aggressive features or extensive disease. CNS metastasis of Wilms' tumor is not in itself a terminal event. With regard to other sites of recurrence, salvage therapy can be expected to be effective in patients without other adverse prognostic features.